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"Be glad there's one place in the world 

Where everybody knows your name,

And they're always glad you came;

You want to go where people know,

People are all the same;

You want to go where everybody knows your name..."

While watching the many animated conversations, happy handshakes, reconnecting hugs, and broad smiles from my position behind the registration desk at the AMTE conference in Irvine, I became aware that the theme song from "Cheers" was softly playing in my mind–and it seemed most appropriate! For mathematics teacher educators, this conference truly is "home"–a place where those with similar professional missions and passions can connect and share the latest projects, realizations, conundrums, research ideas, teaching strategies, and personal tales with friends and colleagues, both old and new. 

From its inception, AMTE has provided a unique, inviting professional home for mathematics teacher educators. AMTE affiliates replicate–on a smaller scale and with a focus on more regional or statewide concerns​–the important networking and professional development opportunities that AMTE affords. 

California's AMTE affiliate, CAMTE, has nearly 200 members, all of whom are active in the preservice or inservice education of the state's PreK-12 mathematics teachers. Whether a member's principal place of work be at a university, community college, district/county office, or other educational enterprise, his or her identity as a mathematics teacher educator is recognized and supported by being a member of CAMTE.  Membership benefits include being part of an important, unique statewide network of mathematics educators; receiving and being able to send information to other members via the CAMTE listserv; being eligible to submit proposals to speak at conferences and to submit papers for possible publication in CAMTE monographs; being able to actively participate in the annual CAMTE business meeting and social gatherings; being eligible to serve the mathematics teacher education community as a CAMTE officer, advisor, or committee member; and belonging to an organization that seeks to inform and influence statewide policy. To identify additional member benefits, as well as ways to increase membership, a new Membership Committee will soon be established. 

Background

Mathematics teacher educators from the 23-campus California State University (CSU) system (which produces the majority of the state's teachers) comprise the largest subgroup of CAMTE members. In fact, CAMTE was formally conceived during the day-long CSU Mathematics Education Summit, which was held on 22 January 2004, immediately prior to the AMTE conference in San Diego. (The PowerPoint presentation from the Summit session where the possibility of establishing CAMTE was discussed may be of interest; the file is available for download at http://www.csufresno.edu/mathed/CAMTE-CFB.ppt  In addition, the Summit agenda, photo, and a videoclip are available at http://www.csufresno.edu/mathed/conference2.html)
The Summit itself had its roots in a 3-day conference held at Asilomar (near Monterey, CA) in April 2002 that brought together mathematics education faculty from the CSU system to discuss many areas of common concern (see http://www.csufresno.edu/mathed/conference1.html for the agenda). This conference was funded by a grant from the CSU Chancellor's Office and included a cyberspace component to help establish professional networks for CSU mathematics educators. A database containing the names, campuses, and email addresses of all mathematics educators in the CSU system was created, and a listserv containing their email addresses was developed to help establish a virtual community of CSU faculty and for the rapid communication of news, information, and opportunities related to mathematics education. A Web site was also developed to serve as a clearinghouse for information related to mathematics teacher education in California (http://www.csufresno.edu/mathed). 

The CSU electronic communications network served to facilitate the planning and advertising of the Summit and, subsequently, of CAMTE itself. Hence, many CSU mathematics teacher educators were among the charter members of CAMTE, which was formally established at a meeting held at the California Mathematics Council (CMC; statewide NCTM affiliate) conference in Palm Springs on 6 November 2004 (http://www.csufresno.edu/mathed/CAMTE_CMC.pdf) after nine months of post-Summit planning. Soon thereafter, CAMTE became AMTE's fourth affiliate (http://tinyurl.com/yowdw2).
Visibility/Outreach

"Branding."  During its first year, CAMTE established an identifiable color logo and byline ("Professionals providing preservice and inservice education for K-12 mathematics teachers") to adorn all forms, meeting agendas, promotional items, and signage to help promote organization identification and recognition. At CMC and AMTE conferences, clear labels containing the full-color CAMTE logo are provided to members to affix to their nametags. At CMC conferences, CAMTE session/strand advertisements are printed back-to-back with a membership form, CAMTE signs adorn the doors and session easels at conferences, and table signs identify CAMTE member tables.

Outreach to Various Constituencies.  Promotion of CAMTE among mathematics educators in the California Community College (CC) system and the University of California (UC) system, as well as to mathematics professional development providers at the district and county office levels, was identified as an early priority. An informational and brainstorming session was held in December 2004 at the CMC conference at Asilomar, with heavy advertising of the session during this and subsequent CMC conferences. Membership in CAMTE was promoted in the newsletter for CMC3 (California Mathematics Council Community Colleges) and at CMC3 conferences. Representatives from the CC, CSU, and UC systems have been invited to speak at CAMTE membership and business meetings, and members of each system plus K-12 representatives are sought to serve on the CAMTE Advisory Board. One founding member of this Board is the Executive Director of the California Mathematics Project (CMP) and a member of the statewide Curriculum and Instruction Steering Committee (CISC), comprised of mathematics coordinators throughout the state. She is able to represent and promote CAMTE at CMP directors' meetings and at CISC meetings. Announcements about CAMTE have also run on the CSU mathematics educator listserv, as well as in COMET (California Online Mathematics Education Times: http://csmp.ucop.edu/cmp/comet), a weekly online news journal to which CAMTE members receive a subscription.  Annual dues are $20, but a 3-year option is available for $50; graduate student dues are half-price to encourage early membership. Doctoral students who desire to teach at a California university are strongly encouraged to join CAMTE. (Several such students remarked at this year's AMTE conference that a major reason they were hoping to teach in California was the vibrant, collegial networks of mathematics teacher educators in the state–one such network being CAMTE.)

Partnership with the California Mathematics Council.  The California Mathematics Council has graciously allowed CAMTE to host a special "teacher education strand" within CMC's two major annual conferences, with the CAMTE strands color-highlighted in the conference programs and with sessions in designated rooms, which has helped promote a sense of community among members as well as the recognition of CAMTE within the conference. (See http://www.cmc-math.org/AsilCAMTE for an example of CAMTE sessions at one of these conferences.) As a result of a CAMTE session at CMC, organizers of an MAA-funded PMET conference held at Asilomar in June 2006 invited CAMTE to host a strand in that conference, which resulted in increased visibility, as well as the development of an outline for a CAMTE monograph on secondary mathematics methods courses and a Web site addressing related issues (http://edweb.csus.edu/projects/camte/).

CMC has significantly facilitated the growth of CAMTE membership by including CAMTE on its conference registration forms, permitting those attending the CMC conferences to pay CAMTE annual dues along with conference fees. Being included on the form along with CMC affiliates also helps provide name recognition for the organization. In addition, after recent discussions with the CMC state leadership team, a CAMTE representative has been invited to attend meetings of the CMC Board, sharing updates from the organization and representing CAMTE's interests and views.

Additional Areas of Impact. CAMTE has sought to become visible and influential at the statewide level as well, co-sponsoring the CSU Chancellor's Office Mathematics Teacher Recruitment and Preparation Summit in 2006, as well as co-signing (with CMC) a letter to the state's Curriculum Commission challenging a portion of California's mathematics textbook adoption policy (http://wwwStatic.kern.org/gems/cmcmath/CAMTEletterCurCom0601.pdf). In the former example, membership forms and a statement of CAMTE's goals were included in the Summit participants' packets to help promote membership among those in attendance. 

Conclusion

CAMTE is now a little over two years old. Members are excited about its growth to date and the promise of even greater impact and service to California's mathematics teacher education community when its new Web site is established.  CAMTE plans to become the state's authoritative voice in matters related to mathematics teacher education and to continue to provide numerous opportunities for meaningful professional development and collegial networking among its members. The organization seeks to be a true professional home for the state's mathematics teacher educators, a place (both face-to-face and in cyberspace) "where everybody knows your name, and they're always glad you came." 
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